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This call focuses on the world of Mexican and Central American migrants who 
representthemajority of immigrants in the United States in the last fifty years. Both regions have 
undergone profound transformations in their economies, institutions, politics, and ideologies by 
moving from the development model of import substitution industrialization to the neoliberal 
model of accumulation based on privatization, deregulation, and free trade. This transition forged 
new relations of dependency, understood as a social relation that reproduces the subordination of 
Latin America economies to that of the United States, through diverse mechanisms of value 
transfer from the periphery to the center of the capitalist world system. One such mechanism 
became the export of cheap labor and the reception of remittances. The Mesoamerican region is 
also affected by processes of displacement due to violence, ecologicalcrisis, and the deep crisis 
of neoliberal capitalism.  
 
In these scenarios, neoclassical thought, with its methodological individualism, its disciplinary 
rigidity, and its incapacity to analyze internal and external determinants within a totality of 
unequal social relations, does not have the theoretical and methodological tools to explain these 
processes. Instead, and in the face of the complexity of these processes, analysesof 
theparticularities of this stage of capitalist development in Latin America become relevant. We 
therefore propose to incorporateMarxist dependency theory as a recuperated and valid 
conceptual framework for the study of topics such as international migrations from the region to 
the United States.We seektheoretical articles that invite dialogue between the Marxist critique of 
political economy and critical theoretical frameworks like decoloniality, the autonomy of 
migration, and others.  
 
We welcome all relevant submissions but are especially interested in articles that analyze: 

• the reasons for migratory displacement and mobility and which distinguish the role of 
dependency relations between the United States and Mexico and Central America 

• the role of remittances in the reproduction of dependency relations 
• the conditions of insertion of Mexican and Central American immigrants into North 

American labor markets 



• the emergence and conditions of anti-migrant policies, and processes of 
racialization,racism, and domination in countries of transit and the United States 

• the characteristics of the U.S. development model and the formation of immigrant labor 
markets 

• the conditions of labor and social reproduction for migrants 
• the level of agency in the individual or family decision to migrate 
• the role of migrant advocacyin immigration policies in countries of transit and in the 

United States 
• the externalization of US borders and the role of the governments of Mexico and Central 

America in migrant containment and repression 
• changing migration strategies, such as the organization of caravans and requesting 

asylum 
• the changing composition of US-bound migrant populations, including the growing 

presence of Central American children and families, as well as of migrants from the 
Caribbean and South America, among other places of origin 

• whether, in the face of the current crisis, we are witnessing a change in the prevailing 
migration pattern 

• the diversity of migrant populations, considering, for example, the mobility of women, 
LGBTQ populations, indigenous people, Afrodescendent people, children, and others 

 
SUBMITTING MANUSCRIPTS 

 
To avoid duplication of content, please contact the issue editors to let them know of your interest 
in submitting a manuscript. We encourage submission as soon as possible, preferably before  
January 15, 2024, although the call will remain open as long as it is announced on the LAP web 
site. 
 
Manuscripts should be no more than 8,000 words of 12-point, double-spaced text with 1-inch 
margins, including footnotes and references, using the LAP Style Guidelines available at 
www.latinamericanperspectives.comunder the “Submit” tab where the review process is also 
described. Manuscripts must be consistent with the LAP Mission Statement available on the 
website under the “About” tab. 
 
Manuscripts can be submitted in English, Spanish or Portuguese. Please write the manuscript in 
your first language if you do not write English with near native fluency. LAP will translate 
articles accepted in a language other than English. If you are not submitting in English, please 
indicate whether you would have difficulty reading correspondence and reviews sent from the 
LAP office in English. 
 
Please feel free to contact the issue editors with questions pertaining to the issue but  
all manuscripts must be submitted directly to the LAP office and not to the editors. A 
manuscript is not considered submitted until it has been received by the LAP office. You 
should receive an acknowledgment of receipt of your manuscript within a few days. If you do 
not receive it within a week, please contact LAP to verify the arrival of your manuscript. 
 
E-mail Submissions: send to lap@ucr.edu 

http://www.latinamericanperspectives.com/
mailto:lap@ucr.edu


Subject Line: Author name – Manuscript for Mexican and Central American Migration 
 
Please attach your manuscript as a Word Document (doc or docx) 
Include: Abstract (100 words), 5 Keywords, and a separate cover page with short author 
affiliations (less than 130 words) and complete contact information (e-mail, postal address, 
telephone). 
 
Postal correspondence may be sent to: Managing Editor, Latin American Perspectives¸ P.O. Box 
5703, Riverside, California 92517-5703. 
 
For an article with more than one author, provide contact information for all authors but 
designate one person as the Corresponding Author who will receive correspondence from the 
LAP office.  If any contact information changes while your manuscript is under consideration, 
please send the updated information to LAP promptly. 
 
Submission of a manuscript implies commitment to publish in the journal. Authors should not 
submit a manuscript that has been previously published in English in identical or substantially 
similar form nor should they simultaneously submit it or a substantially similar manuscript to 
another journal in English.  LAP policy discourages submissions by authors who have published 
articles on a similar topic in LAP in the last three years. LAP will consider manuscripts that have 
been published in another language, usually with updating. Prior publication should be noted, 
along with the publication information. 
 
Issue editor contact information: 

Genoveva Roldán Dávila - groldan@unam.mx 
Alfonso Gonzáles Toribio- alfonso.gonzales@ucr.edu 
Daniela Castro Alquicira- dancasalqui@iiec.unam.mx 
Hilary Goodfriend - hcgoodfriend@gmail.com 

 
 


